THE CITY OF

[AKE ELMO

10/7/2025
Adam Swanepoel

City of Lake Elmo
3880 Laverne Ave N

Dear Trustees for the MN/3M PFAS Setftlement Priority 2 Allotment:

I write on behalf of The City of Lake Elmo in support of the Friends of Lake EImo's Sunfish Lake
Park proposal requestion funding from your 2025 RFP. Their LOI for the project “Forest and Trail
Restoration in Sunfish Lake Park” resulted in an invitation to submit the proposal to which this
letter is attached. We see this as an opportunity to complete the Buckthorn Removal Project
to help restore and enhance Sunfish Lake Park, owned by the City of Lake Elmo.

We strongly support this grant application and the focus on restoring Sunfish Lake Park by
eliminating buckthorn and replanting native species in the area. We would also be very
pleased to get the trail enhancement task done, as some of our older trail segments have
experienced significant erosion and are difficult for all but the most capable hikers. It is of
great interest to the City to have a plan forward to keep buckthorn re-establishment to a
minimum. We like the idea of exploring the application of aerial photography to identify “hot
spofts” of buckthorn return in the 180 acres that are being restored. Success with this
technique would enable much more cost-effective maintenance in future years.

As an organization which takes pride in Sunfish Lake Park, Friends of Lake Elmo’s Sunfish Lake
Park has played a very active role in the buckthorn removal of the park. They regularly
organize volunteers to clear buckthorn and have taken the lead in finding opportunities to
fund and accompilish a larger buckthormn removal process. _
We look forward to working with you in the restoration and enhancement of Sunfish Lake
Park in Lake ElImo should this proposal be funded.

Sincerely,

Wf

Adam Swanepoel

City of Lake Elmo

Assistant Public Works Director and Parks Land Manager
3880 Laverne Ave N

Suite 100

Lake ElImo, MN 55042



