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Orth - summary 

 

The 2026 summer-long fish survey was considerably more 
extensive than the one-day survey done only on Sunfish Lake 
in July 2018, and also included our first reported 
observations in Un-named Pond. In the intervening time, the 
water level of Sunfish Lake has varied by at least 4 feet, the 
turbidity (haziness of the water) has varied, Eurasian 
watermilfoil has proliferated, and there have been instances 
of winter fish kill due to extended periods of ice cover. In the 
2018 survey no goldfish (koi, a type of carp) were caught but 
their presence had been mentioned by visitors. The basic 
findings for Sunfish Lake are that the bluegills are not yet as 
large as in 2018, the ratio of bluegills to goldfish is now about 
4:1, and both seem to be reproducing in the Lake.  Only 
fathead minnows were found in Un-named pond.    

 


